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Our Pastor’s Sunday Message

Seventh Sunday of Easter

Dear Friends in Christ,
FEAST OF THE ASCENSION OF JESUS

Today, we celebrate the feast of the Ascension of our Lord. Forty days after His
resurrection, Jesus took His disciples to Bethany near Jerusalem, adjoining the
Mount of Olives, and as He was blessing them, He ascended into heaven. Hence,
the Ascension of Jesus marks the end of Jesus’ earthly life and at the same time it
marks the beginning of His heavenly life, and the pledge of His Second Coming.

Jesus led His disciples to the Mount of Olives and as He was blessing them, He
parted from them. It was a farewell tender of Jesus to his disciples. He had been
with them for three long years, and now, having accomplished the purpose for
which He had come, He, now, had to depart from them.

The Ascension completes a cycle in the earthly life of Jesus. The Incarnation and
the Ascension meet at a point. From heaven he came to take the human form and
back to heaven he went when he ascended. The Incarnation is the coming down
of God from heaven and the Ascension is the going up of God to heaven.
What the Incarnation began, the Ascension completed: the earthly life of Jesus.

The Resurrection and the Ascension of Jesus must be viewed not as two separate
and parallel events in the life of Jesus, but as one. The Resurrection must be
viewed as the beginning of the line and the Ascension as the end. The
Resurrection is the beginning, and the Ascension is the natural completion of the
Resurrection of Christ. William Barclay rightly said, “It was unthinkable that the
appearances of Jesus should grow fewer and fewer until finally they petered out.
That would have effectively wrecked the faith of men. There had to come a day of
dividing when the Jesus of earth finally became the Christ of heaven.” What
began with the Resurrection of Jesus could have no other conclusion than the
Ascension. The Ascension is the culmination of the Resurrection of Jesus.
It is the perfect end of the glorification of the earthly life of Jesus.

My dear brethren, the Lord who ascended into heaven has given us a task - to
pattern our lives upon His teachings and to complete the task of spreading His
name and His message to all the people of the world. May the Lord’s Spirit Who
abides with us aid us in this great task. Amen.

May God bless you,
Father Angelito

SUNDAY READINGS

First Reading:
They said, “Men of Galilee,
why are you standing
there looking at the sky?
This Jesus who has been
taken up from you into
heaven
will return in the same
way as you have seen him
going into heaven.”
(Acts 1:11)

Psalm:

God mounts his throne to
shouts of joy: a blare of
trumpets for the Lord.
(Ps 47)
Or: Alleluia.

Second Reading:
May the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory,
give you a Spirit of wis-
dom and revelation
resulting in knowledge of
him. (Eph 1:17)

Gospel:

As he blessed them he
parted from them
and was taken up to
heaven. (Lk 24:51)
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We are Called

To know, love, and serve as Jesus did.

We pray for each other, particularly:

For our newest members in baptism

Giovanni Binetti, Elliana Graziano

For the sick of our community

To request Anointing and/or Homebound, please call the
parish office at 732-938-5375.
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PRIESTS

Dear Lord,

Thank you for the priests

who have ministered to us through our lives,

the ones who baptized us, gave us communion,
offered absolution, prayed for us, inspired us,
and nurtured our faith.

May they know your goodness and our gratitude!
Amen.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, May 31
430PM  Anthony Grosso

r/b Loving Family
Sunday, June 1
8:00 AM  John H. Donlon

r/b John & Marion Dubil
10:00 AM  Henry Kramer

/b Meghan & Donnie Rogers
11:30 AM  Henry Pavony

r/b Adelaide Sangiorgi

Monday, June 2

9:00 AM  Michael Roberts
r/b Terri Murray

Tuesday, June 3

9:00 AM  Tuigi Nuzzolese
r/b Michael & Phyllis D’Addario

Thursday, June 5

9:00 AM Frank Naudus
/b Kevin & Ann Marie McCabe

Friday, June 6

9:00 AM  Catherine Kenny

r/b Catherine & Dave Runkel
& Family
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Remember someone or give thanks
by sponsoring our altar flowers.
Call the parish office at 732-938-5375
for more information.



Know

To know, is learning to trust God.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Annulment

The Church encourages divorced and
remarried persons to purse annulment.
To arrange a confidential discussion,
email deacondan@sienachurch.org

Becoming Catholic

Are you an adult interested in becoming
Catholic and receiving the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist?

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
(OCIA) is for you! Contact the parish of-
fice at 732-938-5375 or email
passociate@sienachurch.org.

Bulletin

Please email submission requests by
5:00 PM 14 days before the weekend
bulletin date, to bulletin@sienachurch.org

Change of Name/Phone/
Address

Update information to
officeassistant@sienachurch.org

Faith Formation | Children

Our Parish Religious Education Program
(PREP) is for children in K through 8th
grade. Inquire to, email
prep@sienachurch.org or call the parish
office at 732-938-5375.

Faith Formation | Teens

Our Parish Religious Education Program
(PREP) has sacramental preparation and
ministry opportunities for teens,

grade 9 —12. Inquire to email
prep@sienachurch.org. or call the

parish office at 732-938-5375.

Sacraments
Baptism

Parish families who wish to have a child
baptized should be registered in the
parish. First time parents are to take a
pre-baptismal class before the sacrament
of baptism. Classes are offered monthly.
Please call the parish office at
732-938-5375 for further information.

Confirmation/ First Eucharist
Children

Preparation is a two- year process for
children in our Parish Religious
Education Program. (PREP) For those
seeking the sacraments, please email
prep@sienachurch.org or call the
parish office at 732-938-5375.

Confirmation/ First Eucharist
Young Adults/Adults

If you've been baptized Catholic but never
received First Communion or
Confirmation, we invite you to complete
your sacraments of initiation! Contact the
parish office at 732-938-5375 or email
passociate@sienachurch.org.

Marriage

For parishioners (attending 6 months or
more), a minimum of one year preparation
is required. It is recommended to contact
the parish office before booking venue.

Sacramental Records

To request a sacramental record, i.e.,
copies of Baptismal Certificates,

First Eucharist Certificates, Confirmation
Certificates, Marriage Certificates email
officeassistant@sienachurch.org.

We warmly welcome all

visitors joining us today at

St. Catherine of Siena Parish—
whether you are here for the
first time, visiting family, or
simply passing through.

We are blessed by your
presence and hope you feel at
home in this house of God.

If you are new to the area and
would like to learn more about
our parish community, or how
to register, please contact the
parish office at 732-938-5375.

May the peace of Christ
be with you during your time
with us!

Our Newest Members:

Michael & Angelic
Mary Ann



Love

To love is to learn how to follow Christ together.

To love is to learn how to
follow Christ together.
Love is not just a feeling—
it’s a daily decision to walk
with others in faith,
humility, and compassion.
As Christ loved us, we are
called to love one another:
with patience in difficulty,
generosity in need, and
mercy in weakness.

When we love as Christ
loves, we become
instruments of His peace
and healing in the world.
True Christian love unites
us, strengthens the Church,
and draws others closer to
God.

Let us love not just in words,
but in action—serving,
forgiving, and building each
other up in Christ.

Readings for the week of
June 1, 2025

Sunday:

Acts 7:55-60/Rv 22:12-14,16-17, 20/
Jn17:20-26 Ascension; Acts 1:1-11/Ps
47:2-3, 67, 8-9 (6)/Eph 117-23 or Heb
9:24-28;10:19-23/Lk 24:46-53

Monday:
Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab/
Jn16:29-33

Tuesday:
Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21/
Jn17:1113

Wednesday:
Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a,
35bc-36ab/In 17:11b-19

Thursday:
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8,
9-10, 1/Jn 17:20-26

Friday:
Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11412, 19-20ab/
Jn 2115419

Saturday:
Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/
Ps 11:4, 5 and 7/Jn 21:20-25

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
Reflect and Respond

1st Reading Question

Just before his ascension into heaven,
Jesus commissioned the disciples to be
witnesses to the world of his life, death
and resurrection.

How do you share your faith with
friends or neighbors?

2nd Reading Question

Paul offers a prayer for the believers in
Ephesus to be given wisdom, knowledge
and an enlightened heart.

What are you praying for this week?

Live the Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

As Christ ascends to heaven, he
asks the Apostles to embrace hope,
to again put their trust in his

Gospel ,
promise.

The disciples were overcome with joy and
thanksgiving, praising God for the gift of
the resurrected and ascended Jesus.
What gift from God brings you joy?

This week, can we be like the
Apostles? Can we embrace the hope
of what is promised?

Devotions, Explained

Just as praying before a meal, praying after a
meal is meant to inspire in Christians an

attitude of thanksgiving and an acknowledgment
of our dependence on God.

Though it is a less common practice in the
modern world, early Church fathers like
Tertullian and St. Jerome extolled the importance
of praying after a meal, and the Christian poet
Prudentius composed hymns for before and after
meals (“ante cibum” and “post cibum”).

There are no “official” prayers for after a meal, but the most common one said
by Catholics is this: “We give thee thanks, almighty God, for all your benefits,
who lives and reigns forever and ever. And may the souls of the faithful
departed, through the mercy of God rest in peace.” It is a benediction which
recalls our perpetual fellowship with the entire Body of Christ, including those
who have passed from this life.

Jesus said to his disciples: “Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer and rise from

the dead on the third day. You are witnesses of these things.” - LK 24:46, 28




SERVE

To serve is to live like Jesus—with love, humility, and purpose.

PARISH

PICNIC

Sunday, June 29
12:30 PM Parish Grounds

Bring a favorite

Food, Games, Music & side dishor
dessert to share!
Fellowship! Sign up in the
. Narthex. '
All are invited to celebrate ‘:
]
our parish family and "

welcome summer together!

For more information, contact Cathy at
732-938-5375 or email

events@smnachurch org ) | |
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SERVE

To serve is to live like Jesus—with love, humility, and purpose.

At the heart and soul of our
parish is the call from Jesus:
to love God with all our
heart, soul, mind, and
strength, and to love our
neighbor as ourselves.

We believe the best way to
live this out is by forming
community and sharing our
faith together—this is the
heart of ministry.

If you're looking for a way to
grow in faith and serve
others, we invite you to get
involved in parish life.

Whether it’s through
liturgy, faith formation, out-
reach, or hospitality—
there’s a place for you here.

VOLUNTEER AND SHARE YOUR GIFTS

Looking for a meaningful way to get involved at
St. Catherine of Siena Parish?
We are currently seeking volunteers to help with:

Parish Events & Hospitality

Mass Ministries (ushers, lectors, & Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion)
Music Ministry (cantors, choir)

Office Help (weekday assistance, phone support, data entry, organizing supplies)

Teach Students the Faith
We're seeking adult teachers to support our Parish Religious Education Program

Whether you have an hour a week or can help occasionally,
your time and talents make a difference!

To learn more or sign up, please contact the parish office.

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another..”— 1 Peter 4:10

SAVE THE DATE: SUNDAY, JUNE 29 PARISH SUMMER PICNIC.
HELP US PLAN THE PICNIC—Volunteer today!

Godparent For the Sacrament of Baptism | Sponsor for the Sacrament of Confirmation

To Serve as a Godparent

To serve as a godparent is more than an honor—it is a sacred calling. A godparent supports the faith journey of a child by ex-
ample, prayer, and ongoing spiritual encouragement. Chosen not just for closeness, but for character and commitment to the
Catholic faith, a godparent walks alongside the child and their family, helping to nurture a life rooted in Christ.

To Serve as a Confirmation Sponsor

To serve as a Confirmation sponsor is a meaningful role in the life of a young Catholic. A sponsor stands as a witness to the
faith, guiding the candidate through prayer, encouragement, and example. Chosen for their active Catholic life, sponsors help
the candidate grow in their relationship with Christ and take their place as a fully initiated member of the Church. It is a
commitment of presence, prayer, and ongoing spiritual support.

Eligibility

Letter of Good Standing

According to Canon Law, godparents & sponsors ~ Before we can issue “a letter of good standing” from the Office of the

must:

Be a practicing Catholic in good standing with the

Church

Be at least 16 yrs of age

Pastor, we ask that you be an active, registered parishioner for a
minimum of six (6) months. An active member:

Attends Mass on a regular basis & is registered, showing regular
participation with the life, mission and support of St. Catherine of
Siena Parish.

Received the sacraments of Baptism, Holy Eucharist,

& Confirmation

Not be bound by canonical penalties

Not be the father or mother of the one being baptized

Note, if he/she received all his/her sacraments here at St. Catherine of Siena Parish years
ago but now lives elsewhere, he/she is not a member of this parish.

Rather, he/she is a member of the parish in whose territory he/she resides.
This is where the sponsor certificate must be obtained.




GROW

To grow in Christ is to become who we are meant to be.

FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES

10 Week Summer Study Tuesday, June 10

10:00 AM PARISH HALL
“Lamb of God... Bread of Life... Do This in Memory of Me.”
These powerful phrases echo through every mass—but do we truly
know their meaning?

Together, we will explore how every part of the Mass is rooted in Scripture —
from the Old Testament to the Last Supper.

Join us for coffee & snacks in this low pressure environment.
All are welcome.
Come deepen your love for the Eucharist — the source and summit of our faith.

 Welcoming God’s Word into

Our Hearts

Join us each week as we gather to reflect
on the Sunday Mass readings,
share faith-filled conversation,

and grow in friendship & understanding.

This is a time to listen deeply, ask
questions, and allow Scripture to
speak into our lives — together.

STARTING SUNDAY, JUNE 22
Sundays after the 8 AM Mass Paris h Hall
Light refreshments and
warm fellowship provided.

For more info email: Laura Randazzo
passociate@sienachurch.org

The more you study the
faith and encounter God in
prayer, the more your trust
in Him grows.

Make time each day to
nurture your

relationship with God, and
consider joining others in
reading Scripture and
growing together in faith.

FORMED

FAITH AT HOME

FORMED.org
Great Catholic content for
the whole family!

Over 4,000 Catholic
movies, cartoons and audio
books. Subscribe at no cost.

Signing up for Formed is
quick and easy. Just follow
the simple instructions
below:

Go to formed.org/signup
Search for your parish by
zip code.

Click on your parish.

Register with your name
and email address.

Check that email account
for a link to begin using
Formed.



PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM

Forming hearts, growing faith, following Christ.

New! Mommy & Me Program

YeorC

A Faith-Filled Start for ' Gospel Today —
Our Littlest Disciples 4 K«D S D The Ascension of the Lord | Luke 24:46-53
y Jesus tells His disciples that with His death and on scrpl

fulfilled. As witnesses, when the Holy Spirit comes upon them, they will go out and
teach in the name of Jesus, repentance and forgiveness to all nations. Then Jesus
led them out, raised His hands and into b

———
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While he was blessing them,
he left them and was taken
upinto heaven.
: = -LUKE 24:51
St. Catherine of Siena Parish is excited
to launch our new Mommy & Me BIBLE WORD SEARCH
Find allthe words._ lef,

Program—a special opportunity for
mothers (or caregivers) and young

right, up, down or diagonally.

children (ages infant to 4) to gather in Wile APTIZEDFILLHVED
faith, friendship, and fun! m
E‘w«‘mEF’RKT/\SCENSIONF*‘
Join us for songs, stories, crafts, simple % | = £ 5 4y D 0 R L OF S AAE
prayers, and playtime in a welcoming, m
faith-based g | O AWBEJESUSHTNL
environment. Signs
mwwEACCOMPANlEDHEA
Lord
When: Thursday, June 12—10: AM s YV LHLDRATNEWTLPVR
Where: Parish Center ACtiVity Room ?z ES B IFrEI DI EITASS.AD
Cost: Free! All are welcome. e
w/ S NSLKFJOTROCTFESB
Come connect with other families and :’: VEPLERNNNIER I EHT
help plant seeds of faith in your little o
one's heart! ik 1 OB ODLDCERPBRA
PmE S KDWCEWOVETLLNK
For more information or to register, wm
contact Laura Randazzo at ohmeg - O EREHWYREVEDWE
email: passociate@sienachurch.org. w:: HANDASAVEDTISHSN

CALLING ALL CHILDREN AGES 4-8
Join Miss Kitty & Miss Megan

Children’s Liturgy of
the Word

Sundays during the
10:00 AM Mass & 11:30 AM Mass.

This special time allows children to hear God’s Word
88 in a way they can understand and reflect on through

' prayer, discussion, and age-appropriate activities.
They return to their families before the Liturgy of the
o, Eucharist. No registration required—just come and

8 join us! Help your child grow in faith, one Sunday
at a time.

THE DIOCESE OF
TRENTON is committed
to the initiative outlined in
the U.S. Bishop’s Charter
for the Protection of
Children and Young People
and to its own policies and
guidelines regarding the
reporting and investigation
of sexual abuse allegations
involving minors.

If you have been sexually
abused as a minor by a
member of the clergy or
anyone representing the
Catholic Church, or if you
know of someone who was,
you can report that abuse
through the diocesan
ABUSE HOTLINE: 1-888-
296-2965 or via email at
abuseline@dioceseoftrento

n.org.

The Diocese of Trenton
reports any allegations of
sexual abuse to the
appropriate law enforce-
ment agencies. Anyone
with an allegation is also
encouraged to provide that
information to local law
enforcement authorities.

PLEDGEYTCO

HiEAL

SECRETARIAT OF CHILD AND YOUTH PROTECTION
€5 Unieed Staces Conference of Cathoc Bahops



STEWARDSHIP

What shall I return to the Lord for all He has given me?

Offertory Update Parish Offertory

May 24 | 25, 2025 Support the ongoing, operational needs at
4:30 PM $1,488.00 St. Catherine’s, including the care of people, programs

8:00 AM  $1,561.00
10:00 AM  $1,238.00 Your offertory gifts enable us to celebrate our Masses

and facilities.

11:30 AM $1,099.00 each week, provide pastoral care, and maintain our

Online Giving $1,847.00  sacred spaces.

Weekend Total: $7,233.00 Thanks to your support our parish can continue our

mission to know, love, serve and grow and Jesus did.
Good Samaritan Ministry

$1,978.00

Would You Like to Receive Offertory Envelopes?

If you are a registered parishioner and would like to begin receiving offertory envelopes, please
contact the parish office. Using envelopes is a helpful way to support the parish regularly and to
receive a record of your contributions for tax purposes.

Not yet registered? We'd be happy to welcome you! Stop by the parish office to register.

Also, did you know you can:

2 Corinthians 9:7

“Each one
must give s he
has decided in
his heart, not
reluctantly or
under
compulsion,
for God loves
d cheerful

giver.”

€ DONATE ONLINE [RE2 me.Flame

.
St. Catherine of Siena Parish Online Giving fH

An easier way to support us! 2025 ANNUAL CATHOLIC /

CONSIDER SIGNING UP FOR ONLINE GIVING

APPEAL

WITH WESHARE DONATE _“ 'W

To enroll, go to www.sienachurch.org, click on our NOW
e-Giving link .

This will bring you to our

) Goal: $38,000.00
PARISH GIVING page. From ther'e, you Wll‘l be able Pledged: $55,473.85
to set up a one time or recurring donation! Paid: $50 148.85

PARISH UPDATE as of May 23,2025

146% of Goal
132% of Goal

We are thrilled to announce that our parish has
exceeded our 2025 ACA Goal! Thank you to all who
have donated. If you haven’t made your gift, please do

so. Your gift directly helps our parish benefit as

funds are applied to Parish Formation Programs.



Cglayton & @%Gu’r

FUNERAL HOME —
Serving the community since 1860
Robert C. McGirr « Owner & Manager « NJ Lic. 3273
100 Elton-Adelphia Rd., Freehold Twp « 732-462-0101

\_ Visit us at www.claytonfuneralhome.com :

SPFFFFFFFFFFFFFFE

3 CRUZ GOLF 3| BREAKFAST CLUB
Public C

3 NoTee Times Needed A ""‘f Z"‘"{ o

2 732-938-3378 Great Prices!

» www.cruzgolfcc.com 732-751-1191

x

MARLUNA . &

CLEANING 4
SERVICE U

ProFessIONAL ResIDENTIAL & COMMERCIA

7 mdq Omd
732 637 7424

www.marlunacleaning.com

 BirosaLL RoaD - FARMINGDALE, NJ D [E Nexr To Siiop-N-Ba % 3 s Oren Dauty
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PLEASE
SUPPORT OUR 818 16th Ave - Belmar
ADVERTISERS | 732-280-6530
THEY SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

1288 Hwy 33 ~ rmingdale

Go! or $5 off any other brand
Large Bag Dog or Cat Food
(coupon code C-GO or c 5)

20% off any ﬂ!"* [ ?‘
toys or treats ¥ AS A
(line item discount

and misc code C-TOY)

$10 off any Large Bag Petcurean

BRING THIS BULLETIN TO Sl\ll"

All Around
Handyman
Services

“Much More than

’”

a Handyman.

Insured
NJ Lic# 13VH01176200

“Call a Reliable Family Business for 30 Years!"

| Edith and Scott Rubinson, Realtor Associates
cell 732.406.6961 . office 800.299.2129

Edithrubinson@gmail.com
www.Rubinsonhomes.com

Invite us in...We bring results *_J

All Around

Roofing & Siding

INSIDE & OUTSIDE REPAIRS
OUTSTANDING WARRANTIES

2nd Generation / Insured - NJ Lic # 13VH01176200

ROOFING CHIMNEYS
MASONRY ¢ GUTTERS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

| $1100 OFF |

i Any New Roof Replacement |

€. HOUNDS TOWN

%« Doggie
Daycare

2400 Route 9 - Howell, NJ 07731 Freehold
Freehold@HoundsTownUSA.com

Phone: 848.863.6744 - Fax: 848.863.6743

‘& Boarding
‘& Pet Spa

— 20% OFF |

ROYAL PRO . Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, !
CONSTRUCTION

Family Owned and Operated * Over 20 Years Experience
License #13VH0934200, Bonded & Insured

732-589-9967 Seruing AU of Wew Jersey

< P [ [T G '’ = .
@/ Cgaﬂiw/ 5 Meausolewm (gﬁ;umw‘zwe
St. Catharines Mausoleum named after the Holmdel Church,

formally the Mission Church of St. Gabriel's
549 Route 520 (Newman Springs Road) « Marlboro, New Jersey

l %)
|"'lll|

SPECIAL PRE-CONSTRUC“ON PRICES

Phase 111 Construction
PAYMENTS CAN BE MADE has begun.
OVER 24 MONTHS WITH

NO INTEREST CHARGES.

www.stgabrielsmausoleums.com « 908-208-0786

NJ Lic. # 13VH01445100
Residential/Commercial

Louis Bram -Owner
Fully Insured
Office: 732-681-6675
Cell: 732-618-1033
Imblandscaping@outlook.com
Landscape Design + Planting » Mulching » Sod
Paver Patios » Outdoor Living Areas « Driveways
Walkways « Retaining Walls « CurbStone
Lawn Maintenance * Screening Trees + Snow Plowing « Firewood

TANKREMOVALS,

: TANK INSTALLATIONS,
ENVIRONMENTAL  MOLD TESTING
MANAGEMENT
ASSOCIATES, INC. &SOILTESTING

Call & Aok Fow!
732-919-0595

www.emaenv.com

S

POWERWASH, PAINT & STAIN

HOT Water Power Washing « Exterior / Interior Painting & Staining
Soft Wash « Roof Cleaning

7328869555 www.preferredpowerwash.com é

Provider of powerwashing and painting services for St. Catherine of Siena

NJ Lic # 13VH08078700

(84885 (CK) - St. Catherine of Siena Church - Farmingdale, NJ

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 « Bon Venture Services, LLC - 34 Ironia Road - Flanders, NJ 07836



