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FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR

Dear Parishioners,

Due to the unfortunate surge of the COVID-19, our Bishop continues to extend the dispensation for not attending Sunday
Mass liturgies, especially to those with an underlying condition. This dispensation is in effect until further notice. Also,
meetings and gatherings of parish ministries in the parish complex are not allowed following the directives coming from the
Diocese. However, the parish Mass schedule has returned to its usual time. In this regard, we would like to appeal to our
parishioners to be actively involved in our Mass Ministries, most particularly with the Readers Ministry. It is a great privilege
and an incredible honor to be reading the Word of God in the celebration of the Eucharist. Currently, we are looking for
readers on Sunday Mass at 10 O'clock. Anyone interested, kindly reach out to us in the parish, either by email or by calling
the parish office. We would appreciate your quick response to this request. | really appreciate any help you can provide.

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Mary

We Catholics celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8, and it is a holy day of obligation. Still, due to
the pandemic, we are dispensed from not attending Mass. The feast centers on the belief that Jesus' mother, the Virgin Mary,
was conceived without sin. Pope Pius IX issued an apostolic constitution known as the Ineffabilis Deus on
December 8, 1854. This document clarified the importance of the Immaculate Conception in the Church. This day honors the
conception of Mary in her mother's womb without the original sin. By her Immaculate Conception, she was conceived in the
fullness of grace, in the state of the closest possible union with God because of her future role as the Mother of God. Mary,
as the Immaculate Conception is the patroness of our nation, Immaculate Mary is full of grace. She is not only Christ's
disciple, who, with the help of grace, has overcome the chains of sin, but she is the noble resting place of the Holy Trinity
according to St. Thomas Aquinas. The Immaculate, full of grace, will always be Mother and Queen for that select part of the
Church that we hope one day to join, that will joyfully sing before the Almighty God. Amen.

Second Sunday of Advent

A tale told of a young man who discovered a beautiful song that touched his heart and inspired him to sing, first silently and
then aloud. Others heard his voice and its words, which almost danced through the air and into their hearts. Before long, they
too were singing. Person by person, the music spread throughout the land, promising more freedom and joy ever as the
number of singers increased. Some people disliked the song and objected to its message of hope, which seemed to threaten
their very existence; hence something must be done to silence it. The leaders dispatched a detachment of soldiers to arrest
and imprison the young man who had begun the song's cascade. Yet he continued singing, his voice soaring to the skies
beyond the bars of his cell. Other prisoners heard him and joined the chorus.

Enough was enough! The only way to silence the song would be to kill the singer. An armed guard marched him into the
courtyard in the central prison and fastened him, still singing, to a pole in the ground. The senior officer gave the order, guns
barked and, at last, there was silence, but only for a second, for from every cell in prison, one inmate after another started
singing the same song that cost the young man his life. This time, despite the death of a young singer, his song spread
throughout the world. It could not be stopped. Obviously, the song was greater than the authorities who had tried to destroy it.

John the Baptist described himself as a voice crying in the wilderness as he called upon the people of his time to prepare the
way of the Lord. John gave common-sense suggestions for leading a better life, thereby inspiring many people to follow his
ideas. It is something we can recognize and appreciate. Most of us appreciate the feel-good factor after a session of
renouncing past shortcomings. How many of us have emerged light-hearted from the sacrament of reconciliation?

It is worth noting that many people thought that John the Baptist was the messiah, the savior of God's people. Mark's gospel
makes it clear in John's own words "One Mightier than | is coming after me. | am not worthy to stoop down and untie his
sandals. In other words, John, the Baptist, was merely the pointer in the right direction. However high he might rise in people's
belief and estimation, he recognized his unworthiness even to unfasten the Messiah's sandal strap. That says something
about John's humility, which is for us meant to imitate and to follow. Amen.

May God bless you,
Father Angelitio



Lo Has s Fhage’d

Saturday ' December 5
4:30 PM
t Maryann Cullen /b The Infante Family

Sunday ' December 6
8.00 AM
t The Cataffo Family /b loving daughter, JoAnn Callari

10:00 AM
t Joseph Graziano /b The Ortega Family

1:30 AM
t Diane Perini r/b Kristin & Phillip Natilli

Monday - December 7
9:00 am
t Edward Martin /b Debi Mueller

Tuesday ' DECEMBER 8
9:.00 Am
t Edward Martin /b John & Anna Williams

Thursday - DECEMBER 10
9:00 am
+ Dorothy Bouquio /b Phyllis Hurley

FRIDAY : DECEMBER 1
9:00 am
t Jean Burke /b loving husband, Michael Burke

LORD HEAR OUR PRAYER.
Please pray for the sick, the homebound and those who have asked to remember them in prayer.
Continually keep in prayer all those who serve in our Armed Forces and all health care workers.
For prayer requests, living intentions and Mass intentions, please call the Parish Office.




WEEKLY PRAYER

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 6, 2020
SUN12/6 Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8

MON 1277 Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is 35:4f)/Lk 5:17-26

rUE12/8 Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [1VEph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk
1:26-38

WED 12/9 Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10 [1)/Mt 11:28-30
THR12/10 Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab [8)/Mt 11:11-15
FRE12/M1 Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3,4 and 6 [cf. Jn 8:12/Mt 11:16-19

SAT12/12 Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/)dt 13:18bcde, 19
[15:9d)/

SUN12/13  Is61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 51-54 [Is 61:10b)/1 Thes
5:16-24/|n 1:6-8, 19-28

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 6, 2020

Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Advent
Monday: St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Tuesday: The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Wednesday:  St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
Friday: St. Damasus |, Pope
Saturday: Our Lady of Guadalupe

Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Advent

LIVE THE LITURGY
Inspiration for the week

Prepare the way of the Lord! The message of john the Baptist becomes the calling of every
baptized disciple of Jesus Christ. Each one of us is asked to prepare the way of the Lord.
Given the humble means of our lives, how can we do this? It certainly does not require that
we stand on street corners announcing God's future coming! We can more readily take up
the task of our lifework by clearing our lives of unnecessary, distracting clutter. By creating
solid and deep spiritual lives, we can heighten our awareness of God's presence and help
people point to and discover God's presence around them, By conducting ourselves in
holiness and devotion, we can speak volumes to those we meet. Not by preaching actual
words, but by living lives that communicate the comfort God wants His people to know. As
the world sometimes frantically unfolds around us, we can be people of patience who show
others that it's okay to wait for God's gift to come. Conducting our lives in this manner, we
will know the peace that comes from doing what we have been asked to do,

2nd

OF ADVENT

@LPi SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2020 | 2" SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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~ ALL THOSE AFFECTED BY THE CORONAVIRUS
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

Compassionate and Loving Father,

In the face of confusion and concern
impart to us the calm of Your presence.

In You allow us to find hope and healing.

Be with those who serve the sick and
give them Your caring hands.

Be with those who lead and give them
Your spirit of wisdom.

Be with those who have fallen ill and
give them Your comforting heart.

Wrap Your arms around our world
and hold us in Your love.

Allow us at this time of trial to then
serve as instruments of that love
to all we meet.

We ask this in Your Name.
Amen



CHRISTMAS AT ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA CHURCH

MASS TIMES

Christmas Eve
2 PM
4 PM
6 PM
8 PM

Additional Overflow Mass at
2 PM & 4 PM in the
Parish Hall

Christmas Day
8 AM
10 AM

DOORS WILL OPEN 11:30 AM

1/2 HOUR BEFORE »
THE START OF EACH Additional Overflow Mass at
SCHEDULED MASS 10 AM & 11:30 AM in the

Parish Hall

For those who are not feeling well, those with underlying health conditions or in a high-risk category, one
should stay home and avoid any public gathering. We strongly encourage you to watch or participate in Mass

remotely. VISIT OUR PARISH YOUTUBE CHANNEL AT www.sienachurch.org for
our recorded Mass on Christmas Eve.

For those who choose to attend Mass in person, for everyone’s protection, please be aware of the
following:

Please wear a face mask at all times in the Church

Please enter through the front door and use the hand sanitizer

Maintain social distancing of at least 6 feet at all times

Bring your own hand sanitizer that can be used before receiving Holy Communion.

No public gatherings, or greetings (handshakes, hugs, etc.) at Church entrance and Church property.

A full listing of the directives issued by Bishop O’Connell and St. Catherine of Siena Parish Re-Opening
Protocols can be viewed at our website, www.sienachurch.org.

Should you have any questions, please call the parish office at 732-938-5375.

Thank you for your understanding.




PARISH NEWS

|

EW MEMBERS '|
St. Catherine of Siena Parish

Warmly Welcomes the Following
New Parishioners:

The DiLascio Family
Adriano & Tracey
Ethan, Adrian

With Warmth and Prayers,
We Welcome You into
Our Family of Faith.

BAPTISM

With Joyful Hearts,
We Welcome Our Newly Baptized.

Liana Denise Russo
John Francis Keegan IV

We ask God's blessings on these
children and the family
every day of their lives!

= " Approach
@ Christmas

with

SUPPORT OUR PARISH
BY GIVING ONLINE TODAY

ONLINE
GIVING

By WeShare

CALL THE PARISH OFFICE TO LEARN MORE




STEWARDS CORNER

CANNUAL 2020

CATLHOLIC A
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St. Catherine of Siena Parish ;

ACA Status (3

X ; J W?g !Z As of November 30, 2020 | ’ ‘

GOAL $38,000

100% of Goal Raised $43,129.30

Collected $42,059.08
Pledge Balance $1,070.22

\’F
We are blessed that St. Catherine of Siena Parish \‘ /
reached and exceeded our 2020 Annual Catholic Appeal goal of $38,000! /
Thank you to our parishioners who generously contributed. { 3}

We ask you to please continue to donate and send in your pledges. Keep
; in mind, funds collected in excess of the parish goal we earn a
' v 50% rebate check which directly benefits our parish. ( ’

‘ ' Thankyoufor g 8 W) A Y
\ ) your generasity. | ¢ 47 u NY. 4

Dear Friends in Christ,

THE LORD BLESS AND KEEP YOU—Numbers 6:24

As your pastor, let us take a moment and reflect on all God’s blessings and graces. | extend to
you a heartful thank you to those who have continued their financial support of the parish by
mailing in your envelopes, and those who have reached out to us to sign up for online giving.
Our parish is truly blessed with generous caring and faithful members

May God’s peace and grace be with you always . | M | ' .
Father Angelito . ; (jﬂﬂ/



Worship at
St Catherine of Siena Church

- ADVENT.w

HOPE. LOVE. JOY. PEACE.

ADVENT BENEDICTION
SERVICE

November 29 December 6
December 13 December 20

Advent Service Begins at

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION of MARY

: "S" l >

Immaculate Mary, your praises we sing!

Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary
DECEMBER 8, 2020
9 AM MASS




IMPORTANT UPDATES

St. Catherine of Siena Parish
CHRISTMAS PROJECT JOY

SEND CHRISTMAS CHEER TO HELP

OUR LOCAL CHILDREN IN NEED
_ " November 14—December 5
Due to the pandemic, we will not host our annual
Giving Tree Collection of Gifts in the traditional way

of gift tags this year as we want everyone to be safe
and healthy this Christmas season!

Even though COVID-19 restrictions will modify our
methods, the goal remains the same:

TO PROVIDE HELP TO THE LESS FORTUNATE
THIS CHRISTMAS.

Many of our community schools and local
organizations we support are asking for Gift Card
donations as they have been hit hard financially due
to the pandemic.

Although it is not as fun as shopping for new toys,
clothes, and other items, we are asking you to
donate with Gift Cards in small denominations or
donate generously by check or online, to our parish
Good Samaritan Ministry. The ministry will then
use the funds to purchase the Gift Cards as some
might not feel comfortable purchasing directly from
the store.

WAYS TO DONATE

Purchase Gift Cards in small denominations
$10 $15 $20 $25
TARGET WALMART AMAZON
TJ MAXX MARSHALLS Michael's

RETURN GIFT CARDS TO THE COLLECTION
BASKET IN THE NARTHEX OR TO THE
PARISH OFFICE LABELED PROJECT JOY.

www.sienachurch.org

Make a donation to the parish
Good Samaritan Ministry.
Checks payable to the Good Samaritan Ministry,
Memo Project Joy

RETURN GIFT
CARDS
NO LATER THAN

DEC. 5

We appreciate
your support and
prayers!

SIMBANG GABI IN MONMOUTH COUNTY;
BEGINS DECEMBER 15

Simbang Gabi is the Filipino custom of offering a
nightly Mass each day for nine nights prior to
Christmas Day to help the faithful prepare
themselves for the festive, yet solemn, celebration of
the birth of our Lord. The novena of Masses signi-
fies the nine months our Lord was in the womb of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, mother of God and our
mother, too. This special novena is recognized by
the

universal Church as an authentic devotion to our
Blessed Mother and has been prayed every year in
the Philippines since the 1600s. In the Diocese of
Trenton which covers four counties, every county
has formed an organizing committee to ensure that
all the faithful throughout the Diocese are given an
opportunity to pray this novena.

In light of the current COVID-19 pandemic, Simbang
Gabi in Monmouth County is not cancelled but will
be very different this year from the way it had been
celebrated in the previous years. All nine Masses
are open to the public and will be celebrated in
one host parish—St. Benedict Catholic Church in
Holmdel—which can seat up to 170 people,
following social distancing guidelines. No seat
reservations are required. Those who choose to
stay home can watch the livestreamed Simbang Ga-
bi Mass on St. Benedict’'s YouTube channel.

All Masses will be in English and will start at
7:00 p.m. from December 15 to December 23,
except Saturday, Dec. 19, to allow some time for the
sanitizing of the space inside St. Benedict's church
building after their usual 5 o’clock Saturday evening
Mass. The Simbang Gabi Mass on
Saturday, Dec. 19, will start at 7:30 p.m.

Prior to every Mass, the Rosary will be recited in the
church and, if weather permits, the Sacrament of
Confession will be celebrated outside the Adoration
Chapel. No fellowship meal will take place after
the Mass. |




[ C _ Clayton & M Girr

FUNERAL HOME
Serving the community since 1860
Robert C. McGirr « Owner & Manager  NJ Lic. 3273
100 Elton-Adelphia Rd., Freehold Twp « 732-462-0101
\_ Visit us at www.clayto Ih
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3 CRUZ GOLF

Public Course
'1 No Tee Times Needed

From Land to Sea
Inspiring Destinations
Within Your Reach

a

| Support Our
ADVERTISER

Good Food At
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mivs BASEMENTY

« WATERPROOFING & FINISHING

, +FOUNDATION PROBLENS
;NEI ?sf\BSEMENJ° . HUMIDITY & MOLD CONTROL
vality 1st Bosetnent « NASTY CRAWL SPACES

Contact us for a FREE ESTIMATE!

866-588-8317

BasementRepairNJ.com

NY Lic # 1274423 « NJHIC# 13VH01833300

&' Weichert

REALTORS
Edith and Scott Rubinson, Realtor Associates
Cell 732.406.6961 - office 732.536.4400
Edithrubinson@gmail.com
www.Rubinsonhomes.com

Invite us in...We bring results _} 0 DY T

DFLUYE DESTIVATIONS VACATIONS ™

i
Family, Couples & FriendsVacations

Barbara Howarth « Parishioner
FOLLOW ME

888-581-0302 ;&

www.dluxdestinations.com
Ty,

BREAKFAST CLUB

i 11
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CatholicMatch.com/N.singles

HOLY
ROOF?

“Call'a Reliable Family Business for 30 Years!”

All Around
Roofing & Siding

INSIDE & OUTSIDE REPAIRS « OUTSTANDING WARRANTIES
2nd Generation / Insured / NJ Lic # 13VH01176200

ALL AROUND
HANDYMAN

SERVICES

“Much More Than A Handyman”
Insured, NJ Lic. #13VH01176200
818 16" Avenue « Belmar, NJ 07719

732-280-6530

\\ ‘ TANK REMOVALS,

el TANK INSTALLATIONS,
ENVIRONMENTAL  MOLD TESTING

MANAGEMENT
ASSOCIATES, INC. &SOILTESTING

Call & Ask How!

732-919-0595
www.emaenv.com

Commercial « Residential

G&L LAWN
SERVICE, INC.

Complete Grounds Maintenance
Landscape Design

732-938-4315

N.J. Dept. Pesticide License #9164

Call metoday for more information on how your
business can benefit by joining the others who
support this church bulletin program.

- Jim Simorelli

—~ (.) - L -, - - - .
&/ anﬁn(;/ 5 HMausolewm (fgi])mw‘zwe

St. Catharines Mausoleum named after the Holmdel Church,
formally the Mission Church of St. Gabriel's
549 Route 520 (Newman Springs Road) + Marlboro, New Jersey

Ristorante & Pizzeria

Tues & Wed Special
2 Pies $19.99

. 732-938-7707

TONY'’S
g

78 MAIN STREET - FARMINGDALE

800-364-0684 / ext. 104 }'

D

IRREPRESSIBLE

K.]J. Alexander

SPECIAL PRE-CONSTRUCTION PRICES
Phase 111 Construction

PAYMENTS CAN BE MADE Coming Soon

OVER 24 MONTHS WITH

NO INTEREST CHARGES.

www.stgabrielsmausoleums.com

To her, she’s just another foster kid.
To them, she’s the queen who will save them all.

AVAILABLE NOW! [slfa[s]

Scan Here or Visit
https://amzn.to/322D1qT [m] Bf

(84885 (JB) - St. Catherine of Sienna Church - Farmingdale, NJ

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 « Bon Venture Services, LLC - 34 Ironia Road - Flanders, NJ 07836




